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 HOMELESSNESS AMONG SENIORS

· 10% of Americans age 65 and older live below the poverty line.
· From 1999 to 2002, the number of people over 55 using shelters increased by 60%. 

· Homeless individuals age 50-65 often have the physical and mental health resembling that of someone 70+, due to Medicare ineligibility, as well as poor nutrition and severe living environments.

· A recent survey conducted by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development revealed that 10.3% of the nation’s sheltered homeless persons were between 51 and 61 years old.

· Throughout the nation, there are at least 9 seniors waiting for every occupied unit of affordable elderly housing. 

· Among low-income households, those headed by an elderly person have a nearly one-in-three chance of having worst case physical and mental health needs. 
  

· 37% of low-income seniors receive housing assistance. 

· Isolation contributes to homelessness among older persons.  In a 2004 survey, one half of the recipients of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) (50 years and older) had been living alone before losing their homes. 

· The nationwide average for a monthly SSI payment is $637.  Affordable housing needs to be close to 30% of a monthly income in order to afford other costs of living.  If SSI is someone’s sole income, finding something to rent for $191 is entirely unattainable considering the Free Market Rate on affordable housing is far above that. 

· Once on the streets, homeless seniors face severe hardships generally specific to their age-group.

1. They spend more time sleeping on the streets than others for the following reasons:

· They often have difficulties trusting the surroundings at a shelter.

· Shelters are often upstairs in a building, inaccessible to handicap seniors. 

· Lines at soup kitchens and shelters are often hours long and not an option for seniors suffering from physical disabilities.

2. They are more susceptible to victimization and more prone to be ignored by law enforcement. 

3. They are more susceptible to illness and unable to find treatment.

4. Life expectancy decreases dramatically.  Our national average expectancy is 80.  The average for someone who has spent an extended period of time homeless is 62. 
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